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Building on the successful launch and continued growth of the Alliance, which now includes 138 
members from 30 countries, I want to take this opportunity to share with you some recent 
developments about the Alliance and ODF, and to seek your engagement and expertise in our 
advocacy efforts. 

Appointment of New Managing Director
Next week we will announce the appointment of Marino Marcich as Managing Director. In bringing 
Marino on board, we were mindful of our mission of working globally to educate policymakers, IT 
administrators, and the public on the benefits and opportunities of the OpenDocument Format, and 
to advance its adoption and use by governments and public entities around the world. Marino has 
over a decade of international experience in organizing and mobilizing cross-border coalitions on 
standards, technology, regulation, and trade. The insight Marino gained not only from his global 
coalition-building experience but also from his 4 years in government on the receiving end of many 
public policy campaigns should prove invaluable. 

Formation of Working Groups
Recognizing that the Alliance will only be as strong as it members, we will be inviting you to join the 
four working groups that are being formed on accessibility, communications, public policy, and 
research & resources. The working groups will collaborate to provide resources and expertise to the 
Alliance - a role that will be essential in supporting a government's move to ODF. Specifically, we 
will forward a sign-up sheet shortly, along with a more detailed description of each working group's 
mission. All Alliance members may join as many or as few working groups as they wish. 

Web Features and Content
We have been working to improve the functionality of the Web site and to add new content. The 
Web site will soon include new resources -- among them an ODF cost model and a technical 
"migration to ODF" toolkit. In addition to updates and "action alerts" when needed, a biweekly 
newsletter will keep members informed about Alliance activities and ODF developments around the 
world. 

ISO Vote
The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) vote on the OASIS OpenDocument Format 
(ODF) closes on 1 May 2006. We remain hopeful of a positive outcome. To that end, we have sent a 
letter on behalf of the Alliance to national voting entities urging a positive vote. We will follow up to 
maintain the momentum generated by a favorable outcome. 

ODF Universe Continues to Expand
As the Alliance continues to grow, so too does the list of governments and public entities using 
applications that support ODF. Read about the Bristol City Council's (UK) and the National Archives 
of Australia (NAA) move to adopt ODF on Andy Updegrove's informative blog, 
http://www.consortiuminfo.org/standardsblog/. All of Bristol's documentation work is at 
http://www.opensourceacademy.gov.uk/osacademy/our_partners/bristol-city-council/bristol-city-

http://www.consortiuminfo.org/standardsblog/
http://www.opensourceacademy.gov.uk/osacademy/our_partners/bristol-city-council/bristol-city-council


council. More information about developments in Norway, the State of Minnesota (USA) and 
elsewhere is linked in the urls below. 

Quotes/Testimonials Needed
We would like to feature Alliance members as frequently as possible in our communications. Please 
submit quotes or testimonials (no more than 3-4 sentences) to me at dleduc@siia.net on why you 
joined the Alliance and support the OpenDocument format. 

We look forward to your support and engagement in these and other initiatives in the weeks ahead. 

Sincerely,
David LeDuc 

ODF In the News

Articles and Links: 

Norway Looks to Open Source
By Ed Oswald, BetaNews
April 7, 2006, 12:05 PM
http://www.betanews.com/article/print/Norway_Looks_to_Open_Source/1144424768 

National Archives readies move to OpenDocument
By Howard Dahdah
31/03/2006 12:16:19
http://www.computerworld.com.au/index.php/id;954149621;fp;2;fpid;1 

New front in the doc format war
By John K. Waters 4/12/06
Application Development Trends
http://www.adtmag.com/article.aspx?id=18301 

Office 2007 and Vista not automatic selections: analyst
By Stan Beer
Monday, 03 April 2006
http://www.itwire.com.au/content/view/3810/0/ 

StarOffice slashes Bristol's costs
open-source 60 percent cheaper.
Matthew Broersma, Techworld
06 April 2006
http://www.techworld.com/applications/news/index.cfm?NewsID=5733 

LinuxWorld: Behind Enemy Lines
http://www.gcn.com/blogs/tech/40338.html 

Novell Chips Away at Microsoft's Desktop Dominance
Roadmap to the Desktop
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Jacqueline Emigh
Monday, April 3, 2006 09:18:58 AM
http://www.linuxplanet.com/linuxplanet/reports/6225/1/ 

Office 2007 would cost Massachusetts four times Open Office: Quinn
By Stan Beer
Thursday, 30 March 2006
http://www.itwire.com.au/content/view/3773/ 

Microsoft Joins Group Key to ODF Standards Adoption
By Elizabeth Montalbano, IDG News Service
http://www.cio.com/blog_view.html?CID=19651
http://www.computerworld.com/governmenttopics/government/legalissues/story/0,10801,109975,
00.html
http://www.arnnet.com.au/index.php/id;1794496952;fp;8;fpid;0
http://www.computerpartner.nl/article.php?news=int&id=2908
http://www.infoworld.nl/idgns/bericht.phtml?id=002570DE00740E180025713E00607C9C
http://www.zdnetindia.com/news/business/stories/135972.html 

Ponytails Hurt Open Source, Peter Quinn Says Ousted Massachusetts Technologist Speaks at 
LinuxWorld in Australia
By: Enterprise Open Source News Desk
Mar. 29, 2006 12:00 PM
http://au.sys-con.com/read/200347.htm
http://news.com.com/Sandal+and+ponytail+set+cramping+Linux+adoption/2100-7344_3-
6054741.html
http://www.silicon.com/research/specialreports/opensource/0,3800004943,39157644,00.htm
http://www.zdnetindia.com/news/business/stories/136025.html
http://www.zdnet.com.au/news/software/soa/Sandals_and_ponytail_set_cramp_Linux/0,20000617
33,39248447,00.htm 
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